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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

. This THEORY BOOK is designed to be used with Alfred’s PREP COURSE for
the YOUNG BEGINNER, LESSON BOOK A, and the first assignment should be
made at the student’s first Lesson.

. This book is coordinated page-by-page with the LESSON BOOK, and
assignments are ideally made according to the instructions in the upper right
corner of each page of the THEORY BOOK. Very young students may require a
little more time to complete the assignments near the beginning of the book,
and these pages may be completed over a period of several lessons, at the
discretion of the teacher.

Many students enjoy filling in these pages so much that they will want to go
beyond the assigned material. It is best, however, for the student to wait until
the indicated pages in the LESSON BOOK have been covered before the
corresponding material in this book is studied.

Although theory pages are usually best completed at home, some very young
students may require the supervision and help of an older child or an adult to
read the assignments. In some cases the teacher may prefer to supervise the
study and filling in of this material at the lesson.

Pre-school classes customarily do the theory work at the beginning of each
lesson, seated in small groups at tables. After completing the theory
assignment they proceed to the lesson material, at the piano.

S Copyright MCMLXXXVIII by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.
All rights reserved. Printed in USA_

Lavout by Linda Lask * Illustrations by Christine Finn ¢ Art Direction by Ted Engelbart




Use with ALFRED’S BASIC PIANO LIBRARY,
PREP COURSE Lesson Book A, page 4.

Hand and Right Hand

1. Draw LH on the back of each LEFT HAND and RH on the back of each RIGHT HAND
below and on the next page.

2. Place your LEFT HAND over each LH and say “LEFT.”

3. Place your RIGHT HAND over each RH and say “RIGHT.”







Use with page 5.

Finger Numbers

The fingers are numbered from 1 to 5. Do you know these numbers?
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1. Color the 1's RED, then color the 2's ORANGE, the 3’s YELLOW, the 4’s GREEN,
and the 5’s BLUE.

5 4 821 12345

The THUMBS are number 1.
The other fingers are numbered 2, 3, 4 and 5, moving AWAY from the thumb.

2. Draw LH on each LEFT HAND and RH on each RIGHT HAND below and on the next page.
3. Color the numbers. Color the 1°’s RED, 2’s ORANGE, 3's YELLOW, 4’s GREEN, 5’s BLUE.
4. Color the fingernails to match their numbers




5. Place your LEFT HAND over any LH on this page, with fingers curved.
Tap 1's several times with your RH, then 2’s, then 3’s, then 4’s, then 5’s.

6. Do the same with your RIGHT HAND, placing it over any RH on this page.
Be sure your fingers are curved. Tap 1's, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and 5’s with your LH.

7. 1f you wish, add numbers above all the fingers on pages 2 & 3, using a black pencil or crayon.



Use with page 6.

lack Keys

1. With crayon or pencil, circle each group of 2 BLACK KEYS on these keyboards.
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2. With BLACK crayon or pencil, color the keys of each 2 BLACK-KEY GROUP.
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Use with page 7.




2. With BLACK crayon or pencil, color the keys of each 3 BLACK-KEY GROUP.




10

Quarter Notes

Use with page &

A QUARTER NOTE is BLACK and has a STEM. STEMS may point DOWN or UP.

A DOWN-STEM goes on the LEFT side of a note.
1. Trace these DOWN-STEMS.
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BAR-LINES divide the music into equal MEASURES.
2. Draw DOWN-STEMS on these notes, and trace the BAR LINES.

BAR BAR
LINE LINE
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3. How many quarter notes are there in each of the above measures?

D

4. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each of the above notes, counting “ONE” or “QUARTER” for each note.

E |




—

11
Use with page 9.

More Quarter Notes

An UP-STEM goes on the RIGHT side of a note.
1. Trace these UP-STEMS.

A DOUBLE BAR LINE is used at the end of a piece. It has a THIN line and a THICK line.
2. Trace these DOUBLE BAR LINES.
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3. Draw UP-STEMS on these notes, and trace the BAR LINES.
Use a DOUBLE BAR LINE at the end.

ol R D G R
8 & & 3 % |

o
]

4. How many quarter notes are there in each of the above measures?

5. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each of the above notes, counting “ONE” or “QUARTER” for each note.




Half Notes T

A HALF NOTE is a WHITE note with a STEM.

<— Up-stem

1. Add DOWN-STEMS to make these HALF NOTES, and trace the bar lines.
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2. How many half notes are in each of the above measures?

3. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each of the above notes, counting “ONE-TWO” or “HALF-NOTE”
for each note. =

4. Add DOWN-STEMS to these notes, and trace the bar lines.
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5. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each of the above notes, counting “ONE” or “QUARTER”
for each quarter note, and “ONE-TWQ” or “HALF-NOTE”’ for each half note.
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Use with page 11.

More Half Notes

1. Add UP-STEMS to make these notes HALF NOTES, and trace the bar lines.
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2. How many half notes are there in each of the above measures?

3. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each of the above notes, counting “ONE-TWO” or “HALF-NOTE”
for each note.
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5. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each of the above notes, counting aloud.

6. Add DOWN-STEMS to these notes, and trace the bar lines.
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7. Add UP-STEMS to these notes, and trace the bar lines.
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8. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each note in 6 & 7 above, counting aloud.
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A WHOLE NOTE is a WHITE note WITHOUT a stem.
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1. How many WHOLE NOTES are in each of the above measures?

2. Clap (or tap) ONCE for each of the above notes. Count “ONE-TWO-THREE-FOUR”
or “WHOLE-NOTE-HOLD-DOWN?” for each note.

3. Add DOWN-STEMS to the BLACK notes below. Do not add a stem to the white note.
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4. Clap (or tap) the above notes, counting aloud.

5. Add UP-STEMS to the BLACK notes below. Do not add a stem to the white note.
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6. Clap (or tap) the above notes, counting aloud.

7. Clap (or tap) the following notes, counting aloud.
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8. The notes in the first measure above are notes.
The notes in the second measure are notes.
The note in the third measure is a note.
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Use with page 13.

Note Magic!

Draw an oval. Add a stem. Fill it in.
It’'s a WHOLE NOTE! It’'s a HALF NOTE! It's a QUARTER NOTE!

1. Draw three more WHOLE NOTES in the space below.
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2. Add an UP-STEM to each of the above notes.

What kind of notes are they now? notes.

3. Fill in the notes with a black crayon or pencil.

What kind of notes are they now? notes.

4. Clap (or tap) the following notes, counting aloud.
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5. The note in the first measure above is a note.

The notes in the second measure are notes.

The notes in the third measure are notes.
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Use with page 14.

Dynamic SignS are signs showing how LOUD or SOFT to play.
P (PIANO) = SOFT J (FoRTE) = Loup

1. Some things sound p, some f Which sign suits each of these pictures best?

Write the correct dynamic sign in the box near each picture.




